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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-41 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 41 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Claim 41 is 
dependent on itself. Because of recitation of "the plurality of subjects " in line 1 , it is 
believed claim 41 was intended to depend on claim 40 and has been treated as such for 
the reminder of this Office action. 

Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the 
claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent fonn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Seliger 
et al. (WO 00/59286), hereinafter "Seliger*'. Seliger is cited in IDS paper filed on 
04/18/2005. 
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5. As to claim 1 , Seliger discloses in a computer system comprising a plurality of 
applications that share a context (page 3, lines 1-3) and a context manager (CM) to 
manage the context (page 3, lines 23-25), wherein the context comprises at least first 
and second subjects (page 3, lines 14-16 and 23-25) and wherein the CM is configured 
to enable the plurality of applications to share the first subject (page 4, lines 11-13) but 
not the second subject (page 2, lines 27-28), a method of facilitating execution of the 
plurality of applications (FIG. 1), the method comprising acts of: (a) providing an 
interface between the CM and the plurality of applications (page 6. lines 17-20) that 
enables each of the plurality of applications to set the second subject (page 3, lines 14- 
16; "context subjects"); and (b) maintaining values for the second subject separately for 
the plurality of applications (page 4, lines 24-28; page 14, lines 17-19) so that the 
second subject is not shared among the plurality of applications (page 2, lines 27-28). 

6. As to claim 15, Seliger discloses at least one computer readable medium 
encoded with instructions for execution in a computer system (page 6, lines 20-21 ) 
comprising a plurality of applications that share a context (page 3, lines 1-3) and a 
context manager (CM) to manage the context (page 3, lines 23-25), wherein the context 
comprises at least first and second subjects (page 3, lines 14-16 and 23-25) and 
wherein the CM is configured to enable the plurality of applications to share the first 
subject (page 4, lines 11-13) but not the second subject (page 2, lines 27-28), the 
instructions, when executed, performing a method of facilitating execution of the 
plurality of applications (FIG. 1), the method comprising acts of: (a) providing an 
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interface between the CM and the plurality of applications (page 6, lines 17-20) that 
enables each of the plurality of applications to set the second subject (page 3, lines 14- 
16; "context subjects") ; and (b) maintaining values for the second subject separately for 
the plurality of applications (page 4, lines 24-28; page 14, lines 17-19) so that the 
second subject is not shared among the plurality of applications (page 2, lines 27-28). 

7. As to claim 29. Seliger discloses a context manager (CM) for use in a computer 
system comprising a plurality of applications that share a context (page2, lines 18-21), 
the context manager comprising: at least one processor programmed to manage the 
context (page 3, lines 23-25), wherein the context comprises at least first and second 
subjects (page 3, lines 14-16 and 23-25), and wherein the at least one processor (FIG. 

I) is programmed to: enable the plurality of applications to share the first subject (page 
4, lines 1 1-13); provide an interface between the CM and the plurality of applications 
that enables each of the plurality of applications to set the second subject (page 3, lines 
14-16; "context subjects"); and maintain values for the second subject separately for the 
plurality of applications (page 4, lines 24-28; page 14. lines 17-19) so that the second 
subject is not shared among the plurality of applications (page 2, lines 27-28). 

8. As to claims 2, 16 and 30, Seliger discloses the first subject is a user subject 
(page 2, line 21 ) that identifies a user of the plurality of applications (page 10, lines 6- 

I I ) and that, when shared, enables single sign on for the plurality of applications (page 
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2, lines 7-8), and wherein the second subject is a different subject (page 2, lines 20-22, 
"Patient"). 

9. As to claims 3 and 17, Seliger discloses the context comprises a plurality of 
subjects that includes the first and second subjects (page 2, lines 20-22), and wherein 
the CM is configured to prevent the plurality of applications from sharing any of the 
plurality of subjects other than the user subject (page 12, lines 19-21). 

1 0. As to claim 31 , Seliger discloses the context comprises a plurality of subjects that 
includes the first and second subjects (page 2, lines 20-22), and wherein the at least 
one processor is programmed to prevent the plurality of applications from sharing any of 
the plurality of subjects other than the user subject (page 12, lines 19-21). 

11. As to claims 4,18 and 32, Seliger discloses the second subject is a user subject 
that identifies a user of the plurality of applications (column 7, lines 24-27 and column 8, 
lines 45-46), and wherein the first subject is a different subject (page 4, lines 12-13). 

12. As to claims 5,19 and 33, Seliger discloses the context comprises a plurality of 
subjects that includes the first and second subjects (page 3, lines 14-16, 23-25), and 
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wherein the CM is configured to enable the plurality of applications to share all of the 
plurality of subjects other than the user subject (page 4, lines 12-13). 

13. As to claims 6, 20 and 34, Seliger discloses wherein the CM is configured to 
manage sharing of the first subject according to the CCOW standard (page 1 , lines 29- 
32 and page 2, lines 1-3). 

14. As to claims 7, 21 and 35, Seliger discloses wherein the act (a) comprises an act 
of providing an interface between the CM and the plurality of applications that enables " 
each of the plurality of applications to get a value for the second subject (page 6, lines 
17-20 and page 3. lines 14-16). 

15. As to claims 8 and 22, Seliger discloses the act (b) is performed by the CM (page 
6, lines 17-20). 

16. As to claims 9 and 23, Seliger discloses the act (b) comprises an act of 
maintaining, in the CM, values for the second subject separately for the plurality of 
applications (page 14. lines 11-12 and lines 18-19). 
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17. As to claim 36, Seliger further discloses at least one storage element (page 14, 
line 10, "the repository"), and wherein the at least one processor is programmed to 
separately maintain, in the at least one storage element, values for the second subject 
for the plurality of applications (page 14, lines 11-12 and lines 18-19). 

18. As to claims 10, 24 and 37, Seliger discloses the second subject is a secured 
subject (page 11, lines 2-4 and page 14, lines 17-19). 

19. As to claims 1 1 , 25 and 38, Seliger discloses that the secured subject requires 
privileges to enable an application to set the secured subject, and wherein the act (a) 
comprises an act of providing each of the plurality of applications with sufficient 
privileges to set the secured subject (page 14, lines 17-20 and page 11, lines 2-4). 

20. As to claims 12, 26 and 39, Seliger discloses the second subject is an unsecured 
subject (page 1 1 , lines 2-4 and page 14, lines 17-19; which describes subject can be 
secure or unsecured). 

21 . As to claims 13, 27 and 40, Seliger discloses wherein the plurality of applications 
relates to a clinical healthcare environment (page 2, lines 18-20, "plural clinical 
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applications), and wherein the context comprises a plurality of subjects that includes a 
patient subject (page 2, lines 20-22). 

22. As to claims 14, 28 and 41 , Seliger discloses the plurality of subjects further 
comprises an encounter subject and an observation subject (page 2. lines 20-22). 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See accompanying PTO 892. 

Judge et. al. (Patent No.: 6,401 ,1 38 B1 ) discloses interface for patient context 
sharing and application switching. 

Felsher (Pub. No.: US 2002/0010679 A1 ) discloses a method for the creation, 
maintenance, transmission and use of medical records. 

Callahan et al. (Pub. No.: US 2004/0172558 Al) discloses a method and system 
for access control. 

Royer et al. (Patent No.: 7,143,437 B2) discloses method for managing user 
access to network compatible applications. 

Fang et al. (Patent No: 6,243.816 B1 ) discloses method for single sign-on (SSO) 
mechanism personal key manager. 
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24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suman Debnath whose telephone number is 571 270 
1256. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil M. El-Hady can be reached on 571 272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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